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OFFICE OF 

The American Art Association, 

NO. 6 EAST 23D STREET, 

(Madison Square Soirth), 


New York, May 6th, 1885, 

Dear Sir : The first Prize Fund Exhibition held at the Galleries of the American Art Associa¬ 
tion has been most gratifying to all who have been concerned in it—the Artists who contributed, the 
public who visited the galleries, and the gentlemen who subscribed the fund expended in prizes. Such 
has been its reception, and so beneficial is the influence which it is seen to exert, that it has been decided 
to hold a second exhibition of a similar nature in March, 1886.. 

New galleries will by that time have been added to those now occupied by the American Art 
Association, affording more wall space than any exhibition has heretofore had in New York, and it is 
proposed to extend the number of cash prizes, if found to be practicable, to ten of two thousand dollars 
each. These sums will be awarded to the ten pictures which shall be chosen as the best by a committee 
of award, which shall be selected from among themselves by the subscribers to the fund ; and the pictures 
so chosen shall become the property of art institutions in the several cities which are represented among 
the subscribers. The same committee will award to ten other pictures, which they shall select after they 
shall have made the foregoing awards, ten gold medals, each of a bullion value of not less than one 
hundred dollars, and designed tirntdmrnm 

Pieces of statuary by American sculptors shall be deemed eligible for competition in both classes 
of award—namely, for the prizes of $2,000 and for the gold, medals. 

Both classes of awards shall be applicable to works contributed, without respect to size, and 
the pecuniary value ascribed by the artist will in no case be considered by the committee of award in 
reaching its decision. 

Pictures for this exhibition must be by American artists who are citizens (resident or non-resident) 
of the United States, and must not have been before exhibited. The jury of award will determine the 
acceptance or rejection of all works which are submitted, and the hanging will be subject to their 
supervision. No consideration other than merit shall obtain in the hanging of pjctures, and no previous 
reputation or distinction will give to one artist any advantage that all others do not equally enjoy. 

All paintings entered for exhibition shall be painted in oil colors. 

The pictures which shall obtain the prizes are to be presented to certain designated Art Museums 
in America, and are to become in this sense public property. The institutions receiving them are to 
agree to affix to the frames tablets inscribed with the statement that they are the prize pictures 

Previous to the dispersion of the competing pictures it is proposed to exhibit the prize pictures, 
and as many more as can be obtained, in each of the different cities whose Art Institutions are finally to 
become the depositaries of the prize pictures. By this means the chief cities of the country will have the 
opportunity of studying a good collection of native pictures, better, probably, than has ever been brought 
together. 

It is strongly recommended that the competing pictures be on the ground as early as possible. 
There are delays of various sorts to be feared—delays of transportation, and delays in the Custom 
House ; and we should much regret if any picture were to lose its chances in'the competition by accidents. 
The blank attached to the circular should be properly filled in and forwarded to us at your earliest 
convenience. 





To American artists living abroad it may be well to say that, under the existing tariff laws of the 
United States, it is absolutely necessary that the consular certificates and invoice-papers , describing the painting 
and giving the actual cost of the frame and value of work , should be sent a sufficient time in advance of 
the actual shipment of the pictures themselves, to enable the consignee to get them through the custom 
house without unnecessary loss of time. It would greatly facilitate the whole business of forwarding the 
pictures intended for this competition if they could be intrusted to the care of some one person or firm, 
and from our experience of their way of conducting business, we can confidently recommend the Morris 
European and American Express of No. 50 Broadway, New York, the agents of which house are Messrs. 
Michell and Kimbel, 31 Place du Marche, St. Honore, Paris, and Geo. W. Wheatley & Co., 10 Queen 
Street, Cheapside, E. C., and 23 Regent St., West End, London. 

It is absolutely necessary for the purpose of the compiler of the illustrated catalogue of the exhi¬ 
bition, that every picture sent should be represented by a sketch made by the artist himself, and in such 
a style and material as may be best adapted to reproduction by process. The illustrated catalogues of 
our picture exhibitions are as much sought for, here at home, as those of European countries are in 
Europe, and we desire to make the occasion of the Exhibition not less notable by the completeness 
of the catalogue than it is sure to be by the beauty and convenience of the galleries in which the pictures 
will be hung. 

These galleries, as now completed, have been open to the public since last November, and we 
believe that in all that goes to make rooms perfectly adapted for the exhibition of pictures, they surpass 
the warmest expectations of the public. The lighting is excellent, and the heating and ventilation are 
found all that could be wished. We therefore cordially invite all American artists to take advantage 
of such an opportunity for placing their works before the public as does not exist in any other city in 
the country. 

A commission of 15 per cent, will be charged on all works sold. 

Contributions will be received up to March 12th, inclusive, after which no work will be received. 

No packing cases will be received at the gallery. Non-resident artists can send their work to the 
care of Grady & McKeever, No. 719 Sixth Avenue, or other agents, to be unpacked and delivered at 
the Galleries. Respectfully, 

James F. Sutton. THE AMERICAN ART ASSOCIATION. 

Thomas E. Kirby. 

R. Austin Robertson. 







THE AMERICAN GALLERIES AND ART ASSOCIATION, 

6 EAST 23d ST. (Madison Square South), ) ______ 

r N EW YORK. 

940-952 BROADWAY and 7 East 22d St., ) 


Works for the SECOND ANNUAL PRIZE FUND EXHIBITION will be received from March 
4th to March 12th, 1886, inclusive, after which date no works can be received. Non-resident artists can send 
their works to care of Messrs. Grady & McKeever, No. 719 Sixth Avenue, or other agents, to be unpacked and 
delivered at the Galleries. Each work must have a card attached bearing the name and address of the artist, 
and the price if for sale. A commission of 15 per cent, will be charged on all sales. Collecting in the city 
free of charge. Rejected and unsold works will be returned at the expense of the artist or owner unless other¬ 
wise provided for. 


TITLE OF WORK. 


NAME AND ADDRESS OF ARTIST. 


WHERE TO BE SENT FOR IN THE CITY. 


PRICE. 


Collections in the city will be made on 
Thursday and Friday, March 11 and 12th, 1886. 


Please do not fail to insert the 
price if the Picture is for sale. If 
you do not desire the price to be 
printed in catalogue, please write, 
“ not to be printed.” 










To whose order (if other than the artist) is 
payment to be made in case of sale ? 


If residing abroad, who is your representa- J 
tive in the United States ? } 
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OFFICE OF 

The American Art Association, 

No. 6 EAST 23D STREET, 

(Madison Square South), 


New York, May 6th, 1885. 

Dear Sir : The first Prize Fund Exhibition held at the Galleries of the American Art Associa¬ 
tion has been most gratifying to all who have been concerned in it—the Artists who contributed, the 
public who visited the galleries, and the gentlemen who subscribed the fund expended in prizes. Such 
has been its reception, and so beneficial is the influence which it is seen to exert, that it has been decided 
to hold a second exhibition of a similar nature in March, 1886. 

New galleries will by that time have been added to those now occupied by the American Art 
Association, affording more wall space than any exhibition has heretofore had in New York, and it is 
proposed to extend the number of cash prizes, if found to be practicable, to ten of two thousand dollars 
each. These sums will be awarded to the ten pictures which shall be chosen as the best by a committee 
of award, which shall be selected from among themselves by the subscribers to the fund ; and the pictures 
so chosen shall become the property of art institutions in the several cities which are represented among 
the subscribers. The same committee will award to ten other pictures, which they shall select after they 
shall have made the foregoing awards, ten gold medals, each of a bullion value of not less than one 
hundred dollars, and designed by mm ilmn 

Pieces of statuary by American sculptors shall be deemed eligible for competition in both classes 
of award—namely, for the prizes of $2,000 and for the gold medals. 

Both classes of awards shall be applicable to works contributed, without respect to size, and 
the pecuniary value ascribed by the artist will in no case be considered by the committee of award in 
reaching its decision. 

Pictures for this exhibition must be by American artists who are citizens (resident or non-resident) 
of the United States, and must not have been before exhibited. The jury of award will determine the 
acceptance or rejection of all works which are submitted, and the hanging will be subject to their 
supervision. No consideration other than merit shall obtain in the hanging of pictures, and no previous; 
reputation or distinction will give to one artist any advantage that all others do not equally enjoy. 

All paintings entered for exhibition shall be painted in oil colors. 

The pictures which shall obtain the prizes are to be presented to certain designated Art Museums 
in America, and are to become in this sense public property. The institutions receiving them are to 
agree to affix to the frames tablets inscribed with the statement that they are the prize pictures. 

Previous to the dispersion of the competing pictures it is proposed to exhibit the prize pictures, 
and as many more as can be obtained, in each of the different cities whose Art Institutions are finally to 
become the depositaries of the prize pictures. By this means the chief cities of the country will have the 
opportunity of studying a good collection of native pictures, better, probably, than has ever been brought 
together. 

It is strongly recommended that the competing pictures be on the ground as early as possible. 
There are delays of various sorts to be feared—delays of transportation, and delays in the Custom 
House ; and we should much regret if any picture were to lose its chances in the competition by accidents. 
The blank attached to the circular should be properly filled in and forwarded to us at your earliest 
convenience. 




To American artists living abroad it may be well to say that, under the existing tariff laws of the 
United States, it is absolutely necessary that the consular certificates and invoice-papers, describing the painting 
and giving the actual cost of the frame and value of work , should be sent a sufficient time in advance of 
the actual shipment of the pictures themselves, to enable the consignee to get them through the custom 
house without unnecessary loss of time. It would greatly facilitate the whole business of forwarding the 
pictures intended for this competition if they could be intrusted to the care of some one person or firm, 
and from our experience of their way of conducting business, we can confidently recommend the Morris 
European and American Express of No. 50 Broadway, New York, the agents of which house are Messrs. 
Michell and Kimbel, 31 Place du Marche, St. Honore, Paris, and Geo. W. Wheatley & Co., 10 Queen 
Street, Cheapside, E. C., and 23 Regent St., West End, London. 

It is absolutely necessary for the purpose of the compiler of the illustrated catalogue of the exhi¬ 
bition, that every picture sent should be represented by a sketch made by the artist himself, and in such 
a style and material as may be best adapted to reproduction by process. The illustrated catalogues of 
our picture exhibitions are as much sought for, here at home, as those of European countries are in 
Europe, and we desire to make the occasion of the Exhibition not less notable by the completeness 
of the catalogue than it is sure to be by the beauty and convenience of the galleries in which the pictures 
will be hung. 

These galleries, as now completed, have been open to the public since last November, and we 
believe that in all that goes to make rooms perfectly adapted for the exhibition of pictures, they surpass 
the warmest expectations of the public. The lighting is excellent, and the heating and ventilation are 
found all that could be wished. We therefore cordially invite all American artists to take advantage 
of such an opportunity for placing their works before the public as does not exist in any other city in 
the country. 

A commission of 15 per cent, will be charged on all works sold. 

Contributions will be received up to March 12th, inclusive, after which no work will be received. 

No packing cases will be received at the gallery. Non-resident artists can send their work to the 
care of Grady & McKeever, No. 719 Sixth Avenue, or other agents, to be unpacked and delivered at 
the Galleries. Respectfully, 

James F. Sutton. THE AMERICAN ART ASSOCIATION. 

Thomas E. Kirby. 

R. Austin Robertson. 





THE AMERICAN GALLERIES AND ART ASSOCIATION, 


6 EAST 23d ST. (Madison Square South), ) ______ 

- NEW YORK 

940-952 BROADWAY and 7 East 22d St., ) 


Works for the SECOND ANNUAL PRIZE FUND EXHIBITION will be received from March 
4th to March 12th, 1886, inclusive, after which date no works can be received. Non-resident artists can send 
their works to care of Messrs. Grady & McKeever, No. 719 Sixth Avenue, or other agents, to be unpacked and 
delivered at the Galleries. Each work must have a card attached bearing the name and address of the artist, 
and the price if for sale. A commission of 15 per cent, will be charged on all sales. Collecting in the city- 
free of charge. Rejected and unsold works will be returned at the expense of the artist or owner unless other¬ 
wise provided for. 


TITLE OF WORK. 


NAME AND ADDRESS OF ARTIST. 


WHERE TO BE SENT FOR IN THE CITY. 


PRICE. 


Collections in the city will be made on 
Thursday and Friday, March 11 and 12th, 1886. 


Please do not fail to insert the 
price if the Picture is for sale. If 
you do not desire the price to be 
printed in catalogue, please write, 
“not to be printed.” 



To whose order (if other than the artist) is ^ 
payment to be made in case of sale ? J 


If residing abroad, who is your representa¬ 
tive in the United States ? 
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THE SECOND PRIZE FUND EXHIBITION 

FOR THE 

PROMOTION AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF AMERICAN ART, 

TO BE OPENED IN MARCH, 1886, 

AT 

THE AMERICAN ART GALLERIES, 
6 East 23d Street, Madison Square South, 

NEW YORK. 


The first experiment in the direction of the creation of a Fund applicable to 
the encouragement of American Art having been made possible by the establish¬ 
ment of the galleries of the American Art Association, and having been followed 
by results more satisfactory than were hoped for by the most sanguine supporters 
of the project, it is proposed to renew the effort. It is needless at this date to 
recapitulate the nature of the success of the first Prize Fund Exhibition, to char¬ 
acterize the class of pictures it called forth, or to describe the general gratification 
with which it has been received. It is sufficient to say that it has more than 
repaid all who were interested in the experiment which it involved, and that the 
results directly accruing from it, and the widespread and obviously beneficial 
influence which it has exerted, more than justify an earnest and determined effort 
to repeat it. 

In this belief the undersigned, in conjunction with the American Art Asso¬ 
ciation, subscribe the sums set opposite their respective names toward a fund of 
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), which shall be divided into awards of two 
thousand dollars ($2,000) each, and set apart, as heretofore, for distribution among 
the pictures contributed by American artists to the Second Prize Fund Exhibition, 
to be opened at the galleries of the American Art Association in the month of 
March, 1886. 

The pictures to which the said sums of two thousand dollars ($2,000) shall be 
awarded are to be chosen by a committee of the subscribers, who shall be elected 
at a general meeting of the subscribers to be held at a convenient date, and the 
award of the committee shall be made prior to the opening of the exhibition to the 
public. The pictures so chosen shall become the property of art museums or art 
institutions in the several cities which shall be represented in the subscription. 










The foregoing committee also will be asked to award ten gold medals of a bul¬ 
lion value of not less than one hundred dollars ($100), and designed by Mr. Augustus 
St. Gaudens, to the ten pictures which they shall designate as being next in merit 
to those to which they shall have already awarded the sums above stated. 

For this purpose we, the undersigned subscribers, agree to pay into the hands of 
the United States Trust Co., Wall street, New York, upon due notification, the 
amount set opposite our names, it being fully understood and agreed that all 
money belonging to the Prize Fund shall remain in the hands of the United States 
Trust Co., subject to the order of the gentlemen composing the jury of award, and 
shall be used by them only to pay to the artists, or their duly authorized agents, the 
amounts awarded them as prizes, the artist relinquishing all right to the picture in 
lieu thereof. 

It is proposed to exhibit in the different cities in which are located the muse¬ 
ums or art institutions named herein, under the combined auspices of the museum 
in that city and the American Art Association, the prize paintings and such others 
as may be available, this being arranged in accordance with the wishes of the 
different museums interested. 

Should the amounts subscribed not reach the sum of twenty thousand dollars 
($20,000), the number of prize pictures will be reduced to correspond with the 
actual amount subscribed, providing it is so arranged that each and every prize sum 
will amount to two thousand dollars ($2,000). 

In case of such reduction being made, the art museum or institution situated 
in that city whose citizens have subscribed the least of the whole amount of the 
Subscription Fund, will not be included, and amounts subscribed from that city 
will be refunded. 

Should the sums subscribed exceed the amount of twenty thousand dollars 
($20,000), the number of prize pictures will be increased in accordance with the 
sum in excess, and the additional picture or pictures will be awarded, in the man¬ 
ner heretofore provided for, to the museum or museums in the city or cities repre¬ 
sented by the gentlemen making the said subscriptions. 
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